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Writing to develop practice

One of the most important ways that nurses can share practice is by writing
about it. In the past this has been a daunting proposition because nursing
journals were highly academic and the type of article that they required
was, by and large, traditional research. Although many more nurses are
undertaking research compared to twenty or even ten years ago, this is
not the only type of article that nurses can use to develop their practice. In
fact, it could be argued that research is not at the forefront of practice at all
— what it is actually doing is catching up with practice. After all, where does
research come from but practice itself. So, when we view practice from this
angle it is actually ahead of research. Furthermore, when you consider that
the process of publishing research findings can take up to two years for
some journals we could even say that an awful lot of it is out of date by the
time practitioners get to read it!

This then makes a good case for writing about developments in practice
now. Not everything that we do in practice is underpinned by research evi-
dence. Most practice, we would argue, has been developed through experi-
ence, and this is often the most appropriate form of evidence on which to
base clinical decisions. Of further consideration is the dynamic nature of
critical care nursing practice. Nursing’s knowledge base is constantly being
reshaped in the light of new information and we cannot therefore afford
to rest easy in the knowledge that our practice is based on research — or
any other form of evidence — because it soon becomes outdated. Another
aspect to consider is that even though the knowledge base we are referring
to, to guide our practice, may be current it is only on rare occasions when
we apply it to our practice that we do not modify it in some way to fit the
particular circumstances of individual patients.

What this editorial is proposing is that contemporary practice requires — in
fact it needs — nurses to write about what is happening in practice NOW.
Similarly, conference presentations, which present developments long
before they are published in formal research journal articles, are extremely
valuable for practitioners, who often leave conferences rejuvenated and
full of new ideas about how to make improvements in their own practice.
We do not have to wait for research reports to tell us how to improve our
practice. We can all be making a contribution to practice development by
sharing our expertise in less formal ways. One way that YOU can do this
is by writing for Connect. The journal offers a variety of possibilities for
authors to present developments from their own practice. Case studies are
one example of how nurses can write to demonstrate a particular innova-
tion or new idea. Another new approach, which we have just introduced to
Connect, is the This Is My Unit series of articles. This type of article enables
nurses to showcase their critical care unit and to write informally about dif-
ferent aspects of nursing care. This is a very non-threatening form of writing
that we believe every critical care nurse is capable of undertaking.

So, to return to the purpose of this editorial, what we are saying is that
nurses have an obligation to their colleagues world-wide to share their
work. Only when we bear this responsibility fully can we begin to appreci-
ate ‘what is out there’ that we can learn from to benefit our own patients.
And, only if we all write about it NOW do we have a real chance of ensur-
ing that our practice is up to date. That sounds like a challenge! Will YOU
respond? Please at least think about it.

The World of Critical
2004 Volume 3 Number 4

Car

e

Contents

Declaration of Buenos Aires: position statement
on the provision of critical care nursing
workforce

Ged Williams..................cocoooiiiiiiiiiii 92
Declaration of Madrid: position statement on
the preparation of critical care nurses

(version 2)

Ged Williams ..................cooociiiiii 94
The needs of Chinese family members of acute
myocardial infarction patients during the
critical phase of admission to coronary care

Wenru Wang, Xiaomei Li, Rui Gao ..................... 96
Intensive care nursing Himalayan style

Sharon MWetzig...............ccccooiiiiiiiiiii, 102
Using the Roy adaptation model to guide the
health assessment of patients in an intensive
care setting in Hong Kong

David Chan ............ccccccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie 106
Perspectives on critical care nursing: South
Africa

Juan Scribante, Shelley Schmollgruber,
Elzabé Nel ..., 111

Connect: The World of Critical Care Nursing is the official journal of the World
Federation of Critical Care Nurses. If you would like further information about
the Federation, or would like to join, please contact Belle Rogardo, Secretary,
WEFCCN by E-mail: bellerogado@yahoo.com or visit the WFCCN website:
www.wfcen.org

Editors Drago Satosek (SI

ia), drago

kclj.si Design and Layout

Paul Fulbrook (Australia), p.fulbrook@mcauley.acu.edu.au
Lynne Harrison (UK), Iharrison2@uclan.ac.uk

Associate Editors
Birte Baktoft (Denmark), bba@rc.aaa.dk

Elio Drigo (Italy), edrigo@aniarti.it

Elizabeth Papathanassoglou (Greece), elipapa@nurs.uoa.gr
Eve Sison (Phillipines), evesison2000@yahoo.com

Gordon Speed (New Zealand), speedg@wave.co.nz
Guadalupe Ibarra Castaneda (Mexico),

gibar I com

Patricia Moloney-Harmon(USA), pmol
Violeta Lopez (Hong Kong), violeta@cuhk.edu.hk
Karl Oyri (Norway), karl.oyri@deltadigital.no

Ged Williams (Australia), Ged.Williai h.org.au

y@lifebridg,

org

International Advisory Board

Amparo Bernat Adell (Spain), a.bernat.a@telefonica.net
Anu Isok i (Finland), anu.isok i@hus.fi

Aysel Badir (Turkey), abadir@ku.edu.tr

Daniel Benlahoues (France), benla@chello.fr

David Chan (Hong Kong), dchan123@netvigator.com
Dongoak Debbie Kim (South Korea), dokim@dju.ac.kr

Jos Latour (Netherlands), jos.latour@planet.nl

Lerma Hernandez (Belgium), lerma.hernandez@skynet.be
Marcel van Vilet (Netherlands) m.w.vanvilet@amc.uva.nl
Mona Ringal (Sweden) mona.ringdal@fhs.qu.se

Résa Thérsteinsdottir (Iceland), rosa.th@simnet.is

Sabine Ruedebusch (Germany),
Sabine.R k ) r' h i ital.de

Stefan Bohm (Austria), stefan.boehm@uklibk.ac.at
Tracy Pilcher (UK), tapilcher@aol.com

Saeed Rashid, srashid@bournemouth.ac.uk

Sub Editor
Anita Somner, anita@windywillow.fsnet.co.uk

Connect: The World of Critical Care Nursing is published by Con-
nect Healthcare Publishing Ltd., Crown House, 28 Winchester Road,
Romsey, SO51 8AA, UK.

All rights reserved; no part of this publication may be reproduced,
electrical, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise
without prior written permission from the publisher.

The publishers, editor and editorial board wish to make it clear that
the data, opinions and statements appearing in the articles herein
are those of the contributor(s) concerned; such opinionsare not
necessarily shared by the editor or the editorial board. Accordingly,
the publishers, editor and editorial board and their respective em-
ployees, officers and agents accept no liability for the consequences
of any such inaccurate or misleading data, opinions or

91


http://www.wfccn.org

	Editorial

