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WORLD VISION

The first issue of Connect was published in 2001, with a stated
vision to be the voice of critical care nurses worldwide. Now,
in 2008 in this issue, the journal is publishing its first article in
two languages: English and Spanish. This represents a major
milestone for the journal and is one of the first steps we are taking
to make Connect fully available in two languages. As part of our
planned development we are starting by translating a few articles
into Spanish, and in 2009 we intend that all articles published in
Connect will have the title, key words, and summary in Spanish as
well as English. We also intend to have the website available fully
in both languages.

Why have we chosen Spanish? Besides the fact that after Chinese,
Spanish is the most widely spoken language in the world, in
2006/7 the Latin American Federation of Intensive Care Nurses
[Federacion Latino-Americana de Enfermeria en Ciudado Intensivo
(FLECI)] was established (Williams, 2007). The Federation
represents a huge number of critical care nurses, most of whom
speak Hispanic, a form of Spanish similar though not identical
to European Spanish. In order to facilitate better communication
about critical care nursing world wide, the World Federation of
Critical Care Nurses (WFCCN), at its Council meeting in South
Africa last year, ratified its approval to produce the journal in two
languages. Subsequently, a Latin-American Advisory Board was
set up, which is chaired by Laura Alberto from Argentina. The new
Board has already begun work on translating the website - and a
new look website should be launched by the end of 2008.

It is hoped to develop Connect even further in the future, and it
would be wonderful to translate the journal into Chinese also.
China is a rapidly developing country, and those of you who are
regular readers of Connect will be aware that we regularly publish
articles from this country.

By way of evaluating the Connect vision of being a voice for critical
care nurses world wide | have reviewed two aspects of the journal:
the origin of published articles and access to the journal via the
website. Since it began publishing Connect has published articles
by authors from 29 different countries around the world. In the early
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years, when the journal was established in association with
the European federation of Critical Care Nursing associations
(EfCCNa), most articles came from Europe. However, in more
recent years, since the journal was established as the official
journal of WFCCN, articles have originated from all over the
globe. And, in 2008, according to Connect website statistics,
nurses have accessed the journal from over 50 different
countries.

Based on our achievements to date, | think it is fair to say
that Connect is starting to ‘come of age’. The journal is now
read widely throughout the world, and its profile is helped
by the many national critical care nursing associations that
have made links from their websites. Furthermore, Connect is
indexed with CINAHL and EBSCO and this adds further to its
circulation. As Connect continues to grow, we hope that critical
care nurses will come to see it as one of the most important
critical care nursing journals in the world.
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