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We would like to take this opportunity to introduce Sek Ying Chair 
(Chinese University of Hong Kong) and Elizabeth Papathanassoglou 
(University of Alberta, Canada), as the new editors of Connect.  We 
also express our gratitude for the continuing support of Professor 
Paul Fulbrook, founding and honorary editor of Connect, who 
continues to guide our editorial team, along with pursuing critical 
care nurses’ vision worldwide as the new president of WFCCN. 

Since the launch of Connect, critical care nurses have witnessed 
unprecedented changes in practice, education and research. Critical 
care nursing roles continue to shift steadily, as we are now much 
more involved in research, inter-professional practice and evidence-
informed care. National and global frameworks of critical care 
competencies have been formed to guide all levels of critical care 
nurses education, and nursing roles in critical care have extended 
with the inclusion of Advanced Practice Nurses in many countries. 

Patient and family-centered care and engagement have become 
priorities internationally (Davidson et al., 2007). The concept of 
bundling has revolutionized care and has put emphasis on inter-
professional teams and timing of interventions. The scientific 
community also started to realize the merits of non-pharmacologic 
aspects of care, such as early mobilization, positioning and sleep, and 
nurses have pioneered all these efforts by implementing evidence-
based best practices. Furthermore, we came to realize what a 
profound impact critical illness can have on individuals and families, 
and we extended traditional critical care outcomes, which focused 
mainly on survival, to include measures of functional outcomes, 
quality of life and post-ICU symptomatology (Svenningsen et al., 
2015). 

However, problems remain and new challenges manifest. Big 
differences with regard to critical care practices, workforce, 
resources, training and nurses’ professional satisfaction among 
countries continue to exist (Papathanassoglou et al., 2012) and the 
financial crisis has taken its toll on critical care worldwide. Health 
care equity remains an issue; whereas, the aging population 
increases workloads and complexity of care. Sepsis and multiple 
organ dysfunction, and patients’ pain, distress and poor long term 
outcomes are persistent problems. Additionally, despite development 
of evidence-based guidelines, frequent failure to implement 
evidence-based practices remains a major problem. Moreover, low 
nurses’ authority, autonomy and lack of training continue to hinder 
critical care nursing development in many countries. 

Throughout these developments Connect has remained focused on 
clinical practice and patient outcomes. As editors of Connect, our vision 
is to stay true to the legacy of the journal while focusing our efforts on 
increasing the journal’s momentum as a state-of-the-art publication. 
We therefore invite critical care practitioners internationally to share 
developments in practice, research and management, as well as 

Editorial

  Sek Ying Chair

Conference abstracts: WFSICCM/WFCCN/WFPICCS 
World Congress 29 August - 01 September 2015, 
Seoul, Korea

Abstracts...............................................................125

The process of establishment of the Latin American 
Federation of Intensive Care Nurses [El proceso de 
establecimiento de la Federación Latinoamericana 
de Enfermería en Cuidado Intensivo] 

Gerald Williams, Laura Alberto, Rossana Gonzales De la 
Cuz, María Elena Domínguez Martínez

English version........................................................159

Spanish version......................................................165

Contents

The World of  Critical Care Nursing

2015 Volume 9 Number 4

EDITORS

Sek Ying Chair (Hong Kong), E-mail: sychair@cuhk.edu.hk
Elisabeth Papthanasoglou (Canada), E-mail: papathan@ualberta.ca

EMERITUS EDITOR

Paul Fulbrook (Australia), E-mail: paul.fulbrook@acu.edu.au

Publisher

Connect: The World of Critical Care Nursing is owned and published by the World Federation 
of Critical Care Nurses.

ISSN 1748-6254

Connect: The World of Critical Care Nursing is the official 
journal of the World Federation of Critical Care Nurses and 
is published in association with the European federation of 

Critical Care Nursing associations and the Latin American 

Federation of Intensive Care Nurses.

Disclaimer - All rights reserved; no part of this publication may be reproduced, electrical, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise without prior written permission from the publisher. The publishers, editor and editorial 
board wish to make it clear that the data, opinions and statements appearing in the articles herein are those of the contributor(s) concerned; such opinions are not necessarily shared by the editor or the editorial board. Accordingly, 
the publishers, editors and editorial board and their respective employees, officers and agents accept no liability for the consequences of any such inaccurate or misleading data, opinions or statements.

 Elizabeth Papathanassoglou

conferences, continuing education and professional development 
efforts. We aspire for Connect to be a source of inspiration and a 
trigger for change and empowerment. Connect aims to create a 
nurturing environment that enables all critical care nurses as well as 
persons with a critical illness experience and their families to have a 
voice and to be able to inform and inspire the critical care community 
through making their perspectives, struggles and successes visible.

While looking forward to connect with colleagues, individuals and 
families in critical care, we extend our heartfelt gratitude to past and 
present members of the editorial and review boards, as well as to 
journal contributors, along with wishes for fulfilling and meaningful 
journeys.
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