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Being the voice of nurses

The International Council of Nurses (ICN) defined nursing
as the autonomous and collaborative care of individuals
of all ages, families, groups and communities, sick or
well and in all settings. Nursing includes the promotion
of health, prevention of illness, and the care of ill,
disabled and dying people. Advocacy, promotion of a safe
environment, research, participation in shaping health
policy and in patient and health systems management,
and education are also key nursing roles (ICN, 2002).
Therefore, the voices of nurses are not only important for
patients’ health, but also for professional development,
and health policy for the population.

The professional development of nursing varies across
countries in the world. Critical care nursing (CCN) is
relatively a young specialty in some developing countries.
In this issue, one paper introduced the launch of the
network of CCN in Zambia. CCN was a relatively new
specialty with recognition by the Ministry of Health since
2012. However, with the increasing demand of critical
care service, CCN develops very quickly in Zambia and
the critical care nurses have developed a very broad
scope of practice. To address the profession isolation
in CCN, a professional network across organizations
was officially established in May, 2016. Moreover, the
network had applied the associate member of the World
Federation of Critical Care Nurses (WFCCN) to facilitate
further international collaboration. It is expected that the
voice of critical care nurses from central Africa will be
heard internationally.

In the current issue, another paper reported the study
among 51 patients with subacute dichloroethane (DCE)
intoxication. All the participants had worked in unregistered
factories using DCE but with poor occupational protection.
In addition to identifying the long-lasting and dynamic
clinical course of DCE intoxication, the authors also
advocated to provide effective occupational protections
for workers. This is a good example of nursing roles in
advocacy for patients and promoting a safe environment.

Another article discussed the possibility of accepting
industry-sponsored publications in CONNECT: The
World of Critical Care Nursing. The number of industry-
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sponsored research has been increasing. With close
collaboration between industry and academia, these
studies could contribute to improvements and knowledge
transfer in clinical practice and specialty development.
Most medical and nursing journals with high impacts
hold acceptable attitudes towards industry-sponsored
publications. Therefore, it is suggested accept industry-
sponsored publications based on the quality and validity,
and require disclosure of funding and conflict of interest
from all papers.

As the official journal of WFCCN, CONNECT works as the
voice of critical care nurses and allied practitioners world-
wide. Nurses are encouraged to enhance their impacts
on shaping health policy through conducting high quality
research.

EDITORS

Prof Sek Ying Chair (Hong Kong), E-mail: sychair@
cuhk.edu.hk

A/Prof Elizabeth Papthanassoglou (Canada), E-mail:
papathan@ualberta.ca

EMERITUS EDITOR

Prof Paul Fulbrook (Australia), E-mail: paul.fulbrook@
acu.edu.au

ASSOCIATE EDITORS

Ms Laura Alberto (Argentina), E-mail: lauramalbert@
yahoo.com

A/Prof Sandra Goldsworthy (Canada), E-mail: sandra.
goldsworthy@ucalgary.ca

Dr Esther Wong Yee Hing (Hong Kong), E-mail: wongyh@
ha.org.hk

Prof Violeta Lopez (Singapore), E-mail: violeta_lopez@

nuhs.edu.sg net

Dr Shelley Schmollgruber (South Africa), E-mail: shelley. PUBLISHER
schmollgruber@wits.ac.za

Connect: The World of Critical Care Nursing is owned
and published by the World Federation of Critical Care
Nurses Ltd.

Prof Janet Wing Hung Sit (Hong Kong), E-mail: janet.
sit@cuhk.edu.hk

Prof Colleen Norris (Canada), E-mail: colleen.norris@
ualberta.cu

Ms Kathleen Vollman (USA), E-mail: kvollman@comcast.

Disclaimer - All rights reserved; no part of this publication may be reproduced, electrical, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise without prior written permission from the publisher. The publishers, editors and editorial
board wish to make it clear that the data, opinions and statements appearing in the articles herein are those of the contributor(s) concerned; such opinions are not necessarily shared by the editor or the editorial board. Accordingly,
the publishers, editors and editorial board and their respective employees, officers and agents accept no liability for the consequences of any such inaccurate or misleading data, opinions or statements.

>

ISSN 1748-6254

@ The World of Critical Care Nursing 2016 Volume 10 Number 3

79



	Editorial

